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Tonight’s speakers will briefly share their perspectives on how their Scriptural Texts relate to the topic. Small group discussion will follow. *Note cards are available at your table for you to record questions that you may have for the speakers. The speakers will address several of these questions following the small group discussions. Our event tonight will conclude ~8:30pm.
Rabbi Rod Glogower, 

Ann Arbor Orthodox Minyan and Rabbinic Advisor to University of MI Hillel
Please see attachment.
Imam Achmat Salie, 

American Muslim Diversity Association
Hunger in Islam 

From the Quran

Fasting has been prescribed upon you as it has been prescribed on faith communities before you so that you may learn self restraint…righteousness…gratitude… understanding (Q 2: 183-6)

The mandatory alms and charity should be to the poor and indigent, to those who reveal their dire need and those who suffer in silence.

They prefer others above themselves even though poverty becomes their share (not after they had their share).
And the righteous believer feeds food to the poor, orphans, and prisoners.
From the Prophetic teachings (Hadith)

By God, that person is not a believer. By God, that person is not a believer—whose neighbor goes hungry while he has his fill.

God will enquire from worshippers. “I was sick and you did not visit me, I was hungry and you did not feed me, I was naked and you did not clothe me”. But Lord of the worlds, how could you get sick, hungry, and in need of clothes? …”My servant was hungry-- had you fed him/her you would have fed me”.

Ibn Amr had one of his goats slaughtered, and then instructed his servant boy to send a share to their Jewish neighbor. I once heard the Prophet (SAW) say. Gabriel continued telling me about kindliness to neighbors until I thought that they will become my heirs as well.

For a person to steal from 10 homes is not as abominable as stealing from a neighbor.

When you cook food and have extra, share that with your neighbors.
Hasan al Basri was asked who is to be considered a neighbor. Hasan replied,

“Forty houses in front, forty houses in the back, forty to the right, and forty houses to the left.”

A man complained about a bad neighbor. The Prophet instructed him to place his furniture in the street. All passers by cursed the bad neighbor who complained about 

this protest to the Prophet. The Prophet told the troublesome neighbor, God’s curse is even greater than the curses of people.

Rev. Dr. Annemarie Kidder,

Ecumenical Theological Seminary

Old Testament

Eating as Greed and Betrayal--Gen. 3:1-13  "Adam and Eve eat of the forbidden fruit"  

Eating as Impulse causing long-term losses--Gen. 25:27-34  "Esau sells his birthright to Jacob over a pot of lentil stew"

Eating as act of solidarity and dependence on God--Exodus 16:11-21 "The Israelites wandering in the wilderness are fed by the Lord with manna and quail, receiving each what they needed for the day."

New Testament

Eating as violation of God's commands--Matthew 4:1-11  "Jesus is tempted by the devil to break his self-imposed fasting."

Eating as act of solidarity, service, sharing, abundance--Mark 8:1-8  "Miraculous feeding of four thousand"

Eating as communal remembering and giving of self--Mark 14:12-26
~ Discussion Questions in Small Groups ~
1.  When has your craving for food, substances, or a material possession or pursuit made you lose out on a spiritual long-term benefit?  Do you regret satisfying your impulse? Is fasting a spiritual discipline you have practiced? 

2.   Do we prioritize giving to the hungry? How much should we give? 
3.   A story describes hell as a place where people have spoons that are too long to allow them to reach their own mouths, so that they starve, whereas in heaven people use these long spoons to feed each other.  How has feeding others helped you to be fed in turn?  How has giving of yourself satisfied your own soul?
. 
Please visit the ICPJ website (www.icpj.net) for more information on Common Ground’s Scriptural Reasoning Series. Thank you for joining us!
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