Letter to the Peace Parties convening at the “Annapolis Meeting,” November 27. 2007

We are members of the Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA,

and in many other allied peace seeking activities, speaking to you for ourselves, as individuals.

We implore you, in the moment when the hope for peace is highest, and also highly doubted:

Let your hearts be turned, and your eyes open to what most fundamentally is essential for just, comprehensive and lasting peace, in this one holy piece of the holy lands of the world.

On each side and face of the table there must be full recognition of the basic human equality and worth of the others, and each having full right to their rights.  

We, writing here from the faith community, want to underscore that the political task has a spiritual and ethical dimension.  From all sides "the blood of my brother cries out from the land."  Making peace requires making moral and effective alternatives to the vengeance and self perpetuating cycles of violence which are the old world way of redeeming the blood and honor of the fallen.  

*  Cease fire, and don't shoot back: 

Call on all combatants, governments, authorities, security services, armed strugglers, rocketeers, suicide bombers, would-be martyrs: lay down the guns and come to the peace table to talk.  Pledge seriousness about justice and consideration of all outstanding questions.   Invite all the parties to the table, with no preconditions. Opportunity to talk and be heard, and expect serious consideration,  about the fundamental questions of justice and mutual recognition is the one incentive that can lead the "terrorists" to join a general cease-fire. Give peace a chance.  Promote non-violence Kill no more.

*  Recognize the visions of both peoples:
That each are a people, and two collective identities and nations exist in what each calls, and knows, (for the most part) as their homeland: historic Palestine and historic Israel.

As for Israel, quote and remind the world of the Israeli Declaration of Independence,  "the State of Israel will be based on freedom, justice and peace as envisioned by the prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights of all its citizens irrespective of religion, race or sex."  and strive to have the peace reflect this vision.

As for the Palestinians, the peace needs to guarantee self determination, and enfranchisement of all Palestinians, where ever they live in historic Palestine or in Diaspora, in refugee camps or elsewhere in the world, that they should be able to form their own state and forms of relationship, with no imposition of Israeli military or other authority, in accord with international law and conventions. 

Democracy in both states must be part of the call to peace, and transparency of government in both states, which is of course a long-term quest.  Consider putting the options and alternatives that are on the table to some consultative referenda among the peoples involved.  Peacemaking in a conflict this convoluted requires participations of the people.   Deals made behind closed doors are not the path to peace, as Oslo sadly showed.

Welcome the public diplomacy of citizen groups, like our own.   Listen to the many peace voices addressing you from around the world 

Please put your discussions in the broad framework of international law, conventions and declarations, as well as specific past resolutions and agreements.  

We suggest you begin your meeting, which we hope you will broadcast to the world, with reading the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, lest any may have forgotten. 

Please read United Nations Resolution 53/25, declaring this first decade of the millennium as the decade for “the creation of a culture of peace and non-violence for the children of the world,” that the next generations should not have to see the horrors of wars such as we have known.

We ask also that the resolution of the United Nations Security Council 1325, be read, and implemented, emphasizing at all stages of the peace process, women must be represented.

And we choose to be most bold to ask also, in the invocations and blessings you seek to favor your undertakings, ask the native people here in America, perhaps descendants of those of Annapolis where you intend to meet, and who long ago were displaced by our own settler colonialism which took over this land, to share the wisdom of the ancestors and old spirits of this land about "restorative justice” and whatever they might have to say.  It would be timely to read the recently adopted (September, 2007) United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People.
Your agenda has  the essential issues still bleeding in this unending war: Jerusalem, refugees, settlements, water, borders and human security for everyone.

Peace in this war, perhaps the longest still killing on earth (except possibly in Colombia) and most focal in the world's attention, can have reverberations toward peace in all the wars, providing frameworks for demilitarizing conflict, protecting human security, advancing justice and recognizing all the parties, outstanding questions and complexities.  The world is watching.

Bring people to the table to talk with you about “trauma and trauma recovery,” and how the war has injured people of both societies, and their friends, and the social structures themselves.  Seek help to bring the perspectives of social and inner healing to the objectives of the political process.

Do not neglect the task of teaching peace, that the people concerned, all of them and the little ones growing up, know of and understand what is you politicians  are talking about, and how the two national narratives are coming together  in  agreements and why, and what is still outstanding and unresolved, where agreement is only partial.

Create a peace education commission and program, to serve both societies and support those existing citizen non-governmental efforts, to promote public school, religious, and adult education curricula, which represent with integrity the two national narratives coexisting in the land and expand the teaching peace and conflict resolution.

It is no afterthought to consider at the outset the enormous challenge of unlearning racism, anti- Semitism, Islamo-phobia, white supremacy, (and the heritage of past imperialisms) that cloud the mind, blind the eyes and block the needed turning of hearts, which the historic hospitality of Abrahamic ancestry and the natural love possible among cousin peoples could make so easy.

Be generous in compensations.  Call on all parties that have had any role in creating and continuing this war situation to acknowledge and accept their share of responsibilities and shares in funding and mitigating the consequences.  The whole world can help, but beside the Israelis and Palestinians themselves, the real-politic parties, over time, that have made this a battleground for their interests have special responsibility: Turkey, England and France, Germany, the United States and Russia, the Arab states and their League, and the United Nations organization itself.

Palestinian losses, by refugees and the internally displaced in Israel, need to be accounted, every “key and title” honored.  Jewish losses too, from property and assets seized on leaving Arab countries after the war began, are also part of the comprehensive accounting of the war’s costs and needed compensations.

Within this broad orientation, we urge you toward agreements where Peace is given some specifics: 

Agreement to stop the violence, in so far as each of the participating parties and partners are able, and work for all parties to be participating.  

Agreement for withdrawal of Israeli military occupation forces, and forts and walls and fences from land occupied in June 1967, and cessation all attendant measures of occupation enforcement through closures, check points, road blocks, curfews, demolitions, political imprisonments and detentions, confiscations and annexations, etc. 

Agreement for the return by Israel to Palestinian authority of all confiscated lands and the settlements built on confiscated and unilaterally annexed  land (and also in the Golan Heights and Lebanon, intending that these parties also be parties to the peace.)

Agreements for exchanges of land, where some established settlements in Palestine could remain integral to Israel, and some new Palestinian towns and rebuilt villages in Israel could provide home for returning refugees and be also integral to Palestine.  

Agreements about Palestinian refugee’s exercise of “rights to return,” must  be implemented in terms of individuals, honoring old titles and deeds, within an absorption plan jointly arranged between Israeli and Palestinian authorities, promoting compensations and the principle to do no more harm, not displacing  Israelis from where they are now living  within Israel.

Agreements about rights of return need recognize also the Jewish "right of return" to their historic homeland (the only one they ever had) and protection of such Jewish features of the Israeli state: honoring of the Sabbath, and respect for Torah and Jewish cultures, and providing refuge and welcome to Jews from anywhere..

Agreements about the right of return need to make practical what it means and how to determine "the willingness to live in peace with your neighbors" set as the condition for return in resolution 194.   This should apply as well  to any Jews who wish to live on the Palestinian side of the line, as to the Palestinian refugees, actually displaced, who wish to return to the Israeli side.    

Agreements are needed insuring the freedom of travel and trade, when all parties have agreed to the peace, with Israel removing the effective blockade on Gaza, and allowing Palestinians ease of communication and commerce between Gaza, the West Bank, Jerusalem and in Israel and abroad.

Agreements are needed creating a time-line from the present to the future for realizing the vision of economic union and cooperation, between the separate and independent Jewish and Palestinian Arab states, contained in the original United Nations partition resolution 181, 

Agreements on Jerusalem should adopt the wisdom of Solomon, that the threat of division allows the true mothers to show themselves, (though here it is two children fighting for the same mother,) and find a way that all can share the city, with autonomies of neighborhoods, and a capital for each state, and appropriate stewardships of the holy places, and a place for the United Nations and pilgrims of all faiths.  

Agreements regarding water must both redress the gross imbalance  of permitted consumption between the two peoples now, and also become integrated in a regional water plan. 

Recognition of Israel by all neighboring states is essential for its effective participation in regional planning for water allocation, conservation, purification, importation, etc. With the impending (if not already here) climate crisis, regional cooperation and environmental protection are essential.

Peace has an urgency for the whole life system.  Beyond ending the horrors of this war and  oppressive occupation and pervasive fear, no one in the Middle East or elsewhere can afford the misdirection of resources, the loss of creative productivity, nor the deadly pollution and destruction.

Investment is needed to fund sustainable development systems, so a prosperity for all can come to the land, and the disparities (which are the product of war, and their continuance often the  purpose of war) can be overcome and the desert bloom for everyone. 

Set your eye on jubilee:  the old vision of freedom and liberation for all, and setting back to right what has become wrong.  Do not compromise the possibility of real peace, that Jerusalem,  the city of David, al-Quds, the holy, can be a city of peace and a light to the nations, and place where all can come to worship, or just to be. 

See the peace with Israel and Palestine as an initiative for demilitarizing conflicts in the whole Middle East, shifting perspectives toward economic and social development, mutual security and cooperation, and moving toward being a region free of nuclear and all mass destruction weapons. 

Finally, do not neglect to leave place for God at the table.  This war is not a product of God’s will. 

Religious leaders have a role in better interpreting and teaching divine texts to help toward reconciliation and affirming visions of people living together in the holy web of life.

We pray you make your meeting more than just another redrawing of an armistice line, until the next war, but strive for a real peace, and mutual recognition, seeking justice, and to do no more harm.

We hope from your actions in convening this meeting will come many working groups on pieces of the peace, that can soon come back to the table for real signatures, and celebration and “sulha”.

From our interfaith group, such blessings as we can offer your work, we do:  

  Alan Haber, Odile Hugonot Haber, Sarah Heidt, Amy Rosenberg, Barbara Stahler Sholk, Allison Stupka, Joe Summers, Tamar Weaver,  with additional  signers being requested.

c/o Common Ground Working Group on Israel and Palestine, Interfaith Council for Peace and Justice 730 Tappan, Ann Arbor  Michigan, 48104  734 663-1870, www.icpj.net, reply: megiddo@umich.edu

