Why public transit?

Public Transit gets people moving.

Right now, Washtenaw County public transit helps senior citizens in Ann Arbor go shopping and stay independent.

Right now, public transit helps workers in Ypsilanti get to jobs in Ann Arbor.

Right now, public transit frees parents from being full-time taxi drivers for their kids’ after-school activities, shopping trips, and music lessons.

Right now, public transit provides lifeline support to the disabled so they can get to their doctors appointments. This service helps them stay at home rather than in a facility, saving their dignity and taxpayer dollars.

Right now, public transit reduces congestion and frees up parking. Even if you drive, public transit means there are fewer people you have to wait behind at a red light and more parking spaces when you get to your going.

But right now, Washtenaw County public transit is not meeting all our needs.
Not all of our county’s seniors have access to lifeline service.

Funding limitations mean the buses can’t run often enough at nights and weekends to get 2nd shift workers to their jobs or to make sure that people hitting the bars can take a bus home rather than driving drunk.

Budget squeezes mean that working families in Willow Run are one car breakdown from not being able to get to work and losing the jobs they have.

We need to do better!
Partners for Transit are committed to providing public transit to provide a high quality of life for all Washtenaw County residents.

Supporting Partners for Transit advances the goal of connecting residents and the public to jobs, lifeline services, educational and medical destinations, and entertainment within the County and the region. Supporting Partners for Transit also helps to preserve existing, vulnerable services and continue door to door service for stakeholders with the greatest need for transit service.

Development of the Transit Plan for Washtenaw County, a visionary document detailing priority transit improvements for the County, included thorough analysis of needs and deficiencies as well as input from the public and transit users.

A separate endeavor known as Ann Arbor Regions of Success brought together groups representing transportation, talent development, housing and land use, human services, economic development and arts and culture to identify the most significant needs to secure a prosperous future for Washtenaw County in the coming years.

In both efforts effective and quality transit service throughout the County emerged as the critical need to protect the distinct communities within Washtenaw County and keep residents connected. The following are benefits realized by increased investment in a quality transit system.

· Increased economic investment

· Increased property value

· Retention and attraction of employment

· Improved access to educational opportunities

· Convenient, accessible and affordable transportation

· Expanded work force

· Improved air and water quality

· Reduced dependence on fossil fuels

· Increased access and mobility for residents

· A vibrant and healthier community

· Transportation choices for young professionals and citizens unable to drive – youth, seniors and the disabled community

· Expanded access to work force housing

All transit systems require a local investment. Dedicated funding is necessary to provide and expand transit in Washtenaw County.
