

Conversations with David Korten

Description:  An opportunity to engage in conversation with David Korten following his keynote address. In a time when corporations and trade agreements and mass media still rule the world, what is the challenge at hand, what can we do, and what are the resources of spirit for believing that a better world is possible? 

Presenter:  David Korten 

Facilitator:  Roger Pohl

The Power of One

Description:  The Millennium Development Goals set an ambitious and doable global agenda to cut poverty, hunger and misery in half by 2015.  The U.S. has committed to being a partner in this effort.  But how can ONE person or group really make a difference so that our nation keeps its promises?  Drawing on Bread for the World’s decades of experience in grassroots organizing on hunger and poverty legislation and on the ONE Campaign’s new energy to mobilize millions of people on global issues, this workshop will offer concrete approaches on how to make change happen to improve health and well-being for vulnerable people.

Presenters:  Larry Hollar and Abby Jensen, Bread for the World

Facilitator:  Jason Crosby

Conscientious Consumers

Description:  The fair-trade coffee movement has brought to light that wise

decisions by consumers can dramatically improve the quality of life for producers.  Professor Ian Robinson will further explain how the choices we make

locally, impact people globally.  Plus, local vendors will talk about their efforts to bring humanity into the marketplace.    

Presenters:  Dr. Ian Robinson, University of Michigan; Brewing Hope; Living Economy Network; and Ten

Thousand Villages

Facilitator:  Barbara Wykes

Water:  A Gift and a Right

Description:  Across the world 1.1 billion people have no access to clean drinking water. More than 2.6 billion people lack basic sanitation. This is the 21st century, but water and sanitation remain mired in the Middle Ages for one-third of the world. We will explore efforts globally to protect the right of public access to safe drinking water and what we can do to help.

Presenter:  Rajyashri Waghray, Church World Service

Facilitator:  Johanna Balzer

Globalization for Beginners

Description:  A basic introduction to the process of globalization.  The following questions will be discussed:  What does globalization mean?  What is the history of globalization?  Who benefits from it and who is negatively affected by it?  Where is the process headed?  What should some of the goals of an anti-globalization movement be?  Information on NAFTA, the World Bank and IMF will also be included.

Presenter:  Dr. Prasad Venugopal, University of Detroit Mercy

Facilitator:  Jean Dietrick Rooney

Media Resources & The Fear Birds

Description:  Are you looking for informative and creative ways to let others know about the threat posed by the global economy? If so, this workshop will introduce you to a wide variety of videos and other media that effectively and interestingly tell the real story of globalization.  
Presenter/Facilitator:  Charles Rooney, Michigan Coalition for Human Rights

Food and Globalization

Description:  Who controls our food and why are people hungry?  This workshop will juxtapose how food is controlled by corporations with production of food in sustainable agricultural systems.  It will look at the impact of globalization on food and hunger, what “sustainable food security” looks like, and how people are re-creating stronger and more equitable, locally controlled food systems. Plenty of local examples and resources for taking action in your daily life will be presented.

Presenters:  Cynthia Edwards, Ann Arbor People’s Food Coop; Jeremy Moghthader, MSU Student Organic Farm; Kirsten Schwind, Food First

Facilitator:  Cynthia Edwards

Sweat-Free World Campaign

Description:  At this workshop learn about practical and symbolic ways that you can support companies that pay workers fairly and recognize their rights, and ways that you can get a message to companies like Wal-Mart to end sweatshop working conditions locally and globally. With an emphasis on the campaign to get Wal-Mart to “do the right thing” by its workers around the world, the Campaign has developed ways for individuals and groups to take actions to discourage practices against workers.

Presenters:  Fr. Norm Thomas and Sr. Cathey DeSantis, Detroit Metropolitan Interfaith Committee on Worker Issues
Facilitator:  Lucinda Keils



Fitting the Economy to the Biosphere

Description:  Brown says that “an economics of stewardship is needed now – an economics dedicated to preserving and enhancing the commonwealth of life with which we share this planet. There is nothing in a stewardship perspective that argues against all trade. But current economic and trade policies provide prosperity and social mobility for some, while undermining the prospects for social stability and economic prosperity for many others, as well as destabilizing the climate and weakening the resilience of ecosystems around the world.”  This workshop will explore why an economics of stewardship is necessary and how to put it into practice. 

Presenter:  Dr. Peter Brown, McGill University, Montreal

Facilitator:  Alan Connor

Globalization and the New American Empire

Description:  All waves of globalization have been driven by imperial expansion.  This workshop will explore how the asymmetry of American political power in this era of globalization reflects a contested new American Empire.

Presenter:  Dr. Francis Shor, Wayne State University

Facilitator:  Jean Dietrick Rooney

Worker Justice:  Local and Global Issues – Labor Union Reps

Description:  Why does the global economy not work for workers? What are the legal and human rights of workers, and what choices and actions can you embrace to support worker justice? What issues currently impact Michigan workers? The workshop will give an overview of worker rights, legislation and campaigns affecting workers, with a particular emphasis on Michigan.

Presenter/Facilator:  Lucinda Keils, Detroit Metropolitan Interfaith Committee on Worker Issues

Just Trade:  What We Can Do

Description:  The economy of God is an economy of life that promotes sharing, globalizing solidarity, dignity of persons, forgiveness as well as love, and care for the integrity of creation. The formal market must serve the greater economy of life. Faith compels us to confront the idolatrous assumptions that undergird many current  economic practices.  We 

proclaim the God who hears the cry of the suffering world. We work for just trade because of the justice of God.

Presenter:  Rajyashri Waghray

Facilitator:  Johanna Balzer

Media Resources and Fear Birds

Description:  Are you looking for informative and creative ways to let others know about the threat posed by the global economy? If so, this workshop will introduce you to a wide variety of videos and other media that effectively and interestingly tell the real story of globalization.  
Presenter/Facilitator:  Charles Rooney, Michigan Coalition for Human Rights

Environment:  Global Problems, Local Solutions

Description:  This workshop will initiate a dialogue to relate the experiences of community activists, organizations, individuals, and graduate students working in the fields of social and environmental sustainability.  The dialogue will also facilitate discussion of the local and regional foci of most of our work on global sustainability.  The dialogue between researchers and community organizations will provide a unique opportunity for students and community members to share wisdom, ideas, and opportunities to build connections.

Presenter:  Alissa Kendall, Ph.D. candidate focusing on sustainable systems; Dr. Jim Crowfoot, Professor Emeritus , University of Michigan

Facilitator:  Jason Crosby

Global Coalition of Farmers:  Bringing Fair Trade and Social Justice Standards to Local Sustainable Agriculture

Description:  Farmers of the World Unite!  Sound like a left-wing pipe dream?  Not so.  Internationally, the global peasant coalition Via Campesina is bringing together small-scale farmers ranging from Brazil's Landless Peoples' Movement to The National Family Farm Coalition in the United States to form a common policy agenda around Food Sovereignty.  Via Campesina has already made some hard-won gains in influencing global trade talks.  Here at home we have a role to play in defining what Food Sovereignty means in the

United States, and how we bring it to the US Farm Bill, trade policies, and our kitchen tables.  In addition, the Local Fair Trade Network is working to bring

social stewardship standards to sustainable and organic agriculture, to protect farmers and farm workers.

Presenters:  Kirsten Schwind, Food First; Shea Peebles, Local Fair Trade Network

Facilitators:  Cynthia Edwards and Carolyn Diem


Morning Workshop Information


10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.





Afternoon Workshop Information


2:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.








“In God’s gracious economy, there is enough for all to enjoy abundant life if we but share.  In organizing the global economy, God has entrusted us with a vocation as stewards of the common good, serving our neighbors and caring for the earth.  May God’s spirit guide us into right relations between people and earth, between one community and another.  May God grant our leaders inspiration and wisdom, so that they might find true paths on which we can move together to a more generous, sustainable and neighborly today and tomorrow.”





From the Church World Service document What Does God Require of Us?  A Declaration of Just Trade in the Service of an Economy of Life








“I wonder if we wouldn’t become more gracefully productive by recognizing that we are all living cells within living organisms like cities, bioregions, continents, and the earth itself.  Could we lessen our stress, become healthier and more whole, if we saw our work as simply helping these organisms realize their own living wholeness?”





A quote by Daniel Kemmis, Mayor of Missoula, Montana found in David Korten’s book When Corporations Rule the World
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